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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This Sustainability Report incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has 

been prepared to support the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan Submission (Regulation 16) 

Consultation Version. It demonstrates how the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan (ôthe Planõ) 

contributes towards the achievement of sustainable development.   

1.2 Sustainable development is about ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and 

for generations to come. It is about considering the long -term environmental, social and 

economic issues and impacts in an integrated and balanced way.  The UK Government has 

set five guiding principles to achieve the sustainable development purpose. These 

principles form the basis for policy in the UK and are as follows: 

¶ Living within environmental limits  

¶ Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society 

¶ Building a strong, stable and sustainable economy 

¶ Promoting good governance  

¶ Using sound science responsibly 

1.3 One of the means by which sustainable development can be achieved is through the land-

use planning process.  

1.4 The Plan can help to achieve sustainable development as it aims to ensure that 

development meets the needs of people living and wo rking in the Neighbourhood Area , 

while at the same time helping to ensure that adverse environmental impacts are 

minimised. 

Legislative requirements  

1.5 SEA is a requirement of the EC Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the impacts of 

certain plans and programmes on the environment. It is implemented in England through 

the 'Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004'. 

1.6 The objective of the 'SEA Directive' is: 

'To provide for a high level of protection to the environment and to contribute to the 

integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of the 

plansêwith a view to promoting sustainable development' (Article 1, Appendix 1) 

1.7 The requirement for an SEA emerges from Schedule 10, paragraph 8(2)(f) of the Localism 

Act which states that a draft Neighbourhood Development Order (or Plan) ômeets the 

basic conditions if the making of the order does not breach, and is otherwise compatible 

with, EU obligationsõ. In this case, the relevant EU obligations are represented by the SEA 

Directive. 
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1.8 This SEA is in accordance with Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations. 

The Plan 

1.9 The designated Neighbourhood Plan Area is shown in Figure 1.1 and is contiguous with 

the parish boundary.  

Figure 1.1: Cranleigh  Neighbourhood Plan designated area (purple)  
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1.10 The Plan has been developed through an extensive programme of engagement with the 

local community. The main settlement is Cranleigh which is a large village and the majority 

of the population live within its limits. The smaller, rural community of Rowly is located 

just to the northwest of Cranleigh. The plan focuses on the larger village community 

bearing in mind access from the rural settlement to facilities.  

1.11 The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by local residents and Parish Councillors. 

The majority of consultation and evidence was collected by an Independent Steering 

Group and then handed over to the Parish Council who as the qualifying body is now 

driving the Plan forward.  The plan provides for the development of the village and parish 

up to 2032 and has the following vision: 

ôCranleigh must maintain its village character, whilst adapting to the needs of a 

diverse and growing community with well -designed sympathetic development and 

protected green spacesõ 

1.12 In order to deliver the vision, the Plan sets out to meet a series of objectives which can be 

couched under five key themes as follows: 

¶ Theme 1: Housing 

¶ Theme 2: Working and shopping 

¶ Theme 3: Environment, sustainability and design quality 

¶ Theme 4: Community, leisure and well-being 

¶ Theme 5: Infrastructure 

1.13 Each of the objectives has been assessed against the strategic objectives of the Waverley 

Borough Local Plan Part One and it has been determined that there are no conflicts. This 

assessment is presented in Appendix A.  

Policy context  

1.14 The Plan has been prepared having regard to national policy and to be in general 

conformity with the strategic policies of the local development plan.  At the national level, 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) establishes the scope and purpose of 

neighbourhood plans. At the local level, the development plan comprises the Waverley 

Borough Local Plan Part One (2018) and saved policies from the Local Plan 2002.  

1.15 Appendix B provides a summary of the programmes, plans and other documents which 

influence the Plan. 

Stages in the SEA process  

1.16 At the request of Cranleigh Parish Council, Waverley Borough Council undertook an SEA 

screening assessment in January and February 2016.  This concluded that an SEA of the 

Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan was required. 
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1.17 In May 2018, Cranleigh Parish Council issued an SEA Scoping Report for consultation to 

Waverley Borough Council and the statutory bodies (Environment Agency, Natural 

England and Historic England). Following representations by those bodies, the final SEA 

Scoping Report was prepared and issued in July 2018. 

1.18 In March 2019, Cranleigh Parish Council prepared the Sustainability Report incorporating 

SEA. In April 2019, as part of preparation for Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) Consultation, 

an informal consultation on the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan and Sustainability Report 

was undertaken with Waverley Borough Council. Some minor comments were offered 

which were included in this version of the Sustainability Report.  
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 To consider sustainability issues, data was collected about the Neighbourhood Area on a 

wide range of matters from a wid e range of sources which the Parish Council considers 

provide accurate information.  This information has enabled the environmental, social and 

economic baseline in the Neighbourhood Area to be established.  Alongside this, the 

issues which have been identified by the Parish Council or raised by the community 

(consisting of residents, workers, institutions, landowners, businesses, students, visitors 

and tourists) have been summarised. 

2.2 The assessment follows a logical sequence which uses the sustainability objectives of 

higher level policy ð contained in the United Nationõs 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development (2030 Agenda), the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the 

Waverley Borough Local Plan Part One (2018) ð along with the issues and challenges 

facing Cranleigh to inform the objectives of the Plan.  This ensures that the objectives of 

the Plan do not either contradict wider sustainability objectives or compromise the ability 

to achieve those objectives, either in the Neighbourhood Area or more widely.  

2.3 Using this framework of sustainability objectives, it is then possible to assess the effects 

of the policies within the Cranleigh Submission (Regulation 16) Neighbourhood Plan 

against each of these objectives.  Each policy is assessed for its impacts which can either 

be positive, negative or neutral along a six-point scale as shown below:   

 

++  The policy is likely to contribut e significantly towards the sustainability objective 

+ 
The policy is likely to contribute positively towards the sustainability objective, 

although not significantly  

0 The policy is considered to have no significant positive or negative effect 

- 
The policy is likely to detract from the achievement of the sustainability objective, 

although not significantly  

-- 
The policy is likely to detract significantly from the achievement of the sustainability 

objective 

? 
The policy has an uncertain relationship to the sustainability objective. Alternatively, 

insufficient information may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

 

2.4 In addition, the assessment also considers a ôdo nothingõ scenario under which the Plan 

has not been prepared.    
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3 BASELINE CONDITIONS 

3.1 This section summarises the baseline conditions against which the Plan will be assessed 

to determine whether it contributes to the achievement of sustainable development.  

3.2 For a small area such as the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Area, gathering data to establish a 

comprehensive quantitative baseline position is challenging and would demand 

significant resources.  The Parish Council therefore considers that, in establishing the 

baseline conditions, it is proportionat e to use existing data, where available, 

supplemented by qualitative assessment. 

3.3 The information was compiled from a wide range of information sources. Firstly 

information came from the draft Neighbourhood Plan and associated work conducted to 

support it. As part of the widespread consultation work to support the plan this has 

included feedback from a range of consultees. There are also a number of key reports 

relevant to the environment of the area and some of their key findings have been 

summarised here ð they are referenced through the text, as are various data sources used 

to provide maps and statistics. This section presents topics relevant to the Neighbourhood 

Plan and while it seeks to be comprehensive only the key issues are included to keep the 

document manageable. 

3.4 In addition, the Parish Council has undertaken extensive consultation with local residents 

and organisations to help identify existing problems in the area.  

Nature conservation  

3.5 Cranleigh has a wealth of varying environmental areas which provide enjoyment and 

natural resources to the community. There are 26 sites of Nature Conservation Importance 

with several large sites to the east of Cranleigh, to the north and south of Ewhurst Road.  

Cranleigh Common (strategic open land within a built u p area), Snoxhall Fields, the Bruce 

McKenzie Memorial Field and the Beryl Harvey Field provide a range of natural habitats 

for wildlife.   

3.6 Figure 3.1 provides a map of the environmental features of the area.  

3.7 This shows that the parish has several significant areas of ancient woodland and priority 

habitats.  
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Figure 3.1: Key environmental features  

 

 




















































































